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How to write literature reviews?

What are the tools of the trade?  

Writing the literature review large scale / small scale  
What is the genre?  
What are the commonalities?  
How “rhetorical” are these? 



Literature Review Genre

A literature review can be:  

1. A precursor to the introduction of a research paper, or 
2. An entire paper in itself, acting as the first stage of large 

research projects and allowing the supervisor to ascertain 
that the student is on the correct path.



Literature Review Genre

A literature review is:  
1. a critical and in depth evaluation of previous research.  
2. a summary and synopsis of a particular area of research 
3. a summary of literature that allows anybody reading the 

paper to establish why you are pursuing this particular 
research.  

4. an expansion on the reasons behind selecting a particular 
research question.



The Literature Review:  
as a paper



Introduction Aim of the review

Establishes why this subject is interesting/relevant 

Scale or scope of review 

Describes what is included/excluded 

Contains definitions 

Explains the organization of the review 

Contains meta discourse (signposting for the reader) 



Body Describes methodological frameworks of research 
read 
Contains conceptual evolution—describes concepts 
over time 

Contains themes—discusses themes in the debates 

Links themes together at some point 



Conclusion Contains a conclusion that relates back to purpose, 
aim and objectives 

Key points of review and themes are summarized 

Evaluation of current state of literature  

Key gaps are identified 

Outlines area for future research 



See the course online how to start a 
systematic literature review



What’s the challenge with the Lit Rev?
Writing with Literature requires:  

• Analysis 
• Synthesis  
• Evaluation 

… of selected texts 



What’s the challenge with the Lit Rev?

Then: 
CONSTRUCT and argument which is:  

COHERENT, CONSISTENT and VALID and we use SOURCE texts 
to support our own ideas.  
 
ALSO, we need to contribute to the discourse and we need to 
be original 

Badenhorst, 2017



From telling to transforming

From our previous WS - you may recall:  

1. Purpose of the introduction - CARS model (creating a 
research space) (Swales, 1996) 

2. Macro stages of cognitive development of writing skills  
(Kellogg, 2008)



CARS (creating a research space) 

Competition for:  

- Research space 
- Readers  
 
Main task is to educate the readers  

(Swales, 1996)



CARS (creating a research space) 

The work of OTHERS (what is known about the world that you 

want to present) is PRIMARY  

Your OWN work (or your perspective on the world) is 

SECONDARY 

(Swales, 1996)



Cognitive stages 
model 
(Kellogg, 2008)



Metadiscourse / Signposting

Your task as a writer is:  
1. To structure a three-way relationship between 

the text, the reader, and the writer.  

In addition to satisfying the reader we need to be present as 
the writer of the text — establish a relationship



Citations as means to achieve transformation 
and crafting of knowledge

In our GENRE — science writing — this is primarily achieved by 

the presentation of LITERATURE 

Through CITATIONS



Citations as means to achieve transformation 
and crafting of knowledge

True to your academic identity.  

True to your disciplinary identity.  

True to your colleagues. 



CITATIONS

We use citations to:  
 
Persuade;  
Present an argument;  
Convince readers to accept or reject their work.  

NB! CITATIONS align with YOUR particular perspectives. YOU 
create “credibility” 



Examples how we achieve this… 

Danvers (2017) argues …  

Xs were reported as having a significant role in model X (e.g., 
Smith, 1977; Smith and Patel, 1977; Danvers 2017; Strange, 
2015;).  



But also,

I will start by presenting some of the literature that assesses 
governmental responses to AIDS in Uganda, Zimbabwe, and South 
Africa. 

To my knowledge, this problematic has never been critically examined. 

It is widely recognized that natural resources come to count as such 
through specific decisions, institutional practices, and socio-political 
processes.



Author or 
Research 
prominent



Also in the VERBS and VERB tenses 

Jones (1997) concluded that illiteracy can be related to ….  

Jones (1997) has concluded that illiteracy can be related to …  

Jones (1997) concludes that illiteracy can be related to … 



Freewriting — Audience analysis 
(Acknowledgement Rowena Murray and Penn State Handbook)

• What is the audience’s attitude towards my topic? 
• What does the audience know about my subject? 
• What do I know that my audience doesn’t? 
• How accurate and up-to-date is their knowledge? 
• Do I have a new perspective on my topic? 
• Where is their knowledge lacking? 
• Can I correct their misconception? 
• How can I make them see it in a new way? 
• What new information can I use to do that? 
• What new information will they find useful? Why? 
• What old knowledge can I build on? 
• What effect will this knowledge have on them? 
• What effect do I want it to have?



Freewriting — Audience analysis 
(Acknowledgement Rowena Murray and Penn State Handbook)

Write about the audience you’re writing for:  
analyse that audience. 
• Write for 7 minutes. 
• In sentences. 
• Without stopping. 
• Brainstorm in sentences. 
• Structure and coherence not required.



Rhetorical moves in Lit Rev. 

Within the literature review — we can distinguish four 
Rhetorical Moves (Harris, 2006) 

1. Coming to terms 
2. Forwarding 
3. Countering 
4. Taking an approach



Rhetorical moves in Lit Rev. 

1. Coming to terms:  

“process where you get to know the content, concepts or 
issues. This is achieved by summarising, paraphrasing, 
quoting or writing descriptions.” 

verbs: states, describes, presents … 



Rhetorical moves in Lit Rev. 

2. Forwarding:  

“writer recirculates, repurposes, or uses source texts. For 
example, using an author as authority to promote an 
argument.” 

Verbs: Jones (1997), however, argues, considers, argues …  
Jones (1997) ignores / failed to consider 



Rhetorical moves in Lit Rev. 

3. Countering:  

“ (thinking differently about a text or author) or add to the 
conversation or propose a new direction.” 

Verbs: Based on these studies, we propose.. , we suggest, this 
paper investigates … 



Rhetorical moves in Lit Rev. 

4. Taking an approach:  

“adopting the approach of another author or using an other 
as a stepping-stone to a new perspective. This could be a 
different perspective. Apply the original work in an 
innovative way. — Requires a deeper understanding.” 

Verbs: Current research (Jones 1992; Hunt 1998;) offer



Moves + Knowledge Crafting

In addition to the MOVES - we have to know what the VALUES 
and BELIEFS are for our text!  

The position YOU take will shape the way we read and what 
we write.  

HENCE: Audience analysis 



Write
World

About

Larry	McEnerney	(2015)

Think

TEXT

Readers

Change}



Write

Persuasive	
Organised	
Clear

Valuable

World

About

Larry	McEnerney	(2015)

Think

TEXT

Readers

Change}



Problem of our domain

The knowledge we present (the world we describe) is:  
 
CONTESTED 
DEBATABLE 

What is your authorial stance 



Other problem

Lit Review is intertextually heavy.  

Intertextuality refers to the implicit and explicit references to 
other texts, concepts, ideas and metaphors (Bazerman, 2004). 



Go back to your introductions and… 

Revise  based on the comments received  

Look at:  
AUDIENCE analysis — what needs to be made explicit (references), 
what is implicit, who are your sources?  
CITATIONS in your text: How are they structured, what lit rev moves 
are included?  
VERBS: check your verbs and verb tenses -what do they do and say



Questions?

This week!  

Wednesday and Friday: Shut-up-and-Write  (12:00 - 16:00)  

Monday October 14: Submission deadline of Second Draft 
(introduction - lit review)  


